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. Private Arms Dealer

Samuel Cummings 14

Special to The New York Tlme's
\ ASHINGTON, July 20— -
At the age of 5, Samuel
Cummings - learned 'to dis-
 mantle and -reassemble a
-+ souvenir World War I Ger-
-man machine gun. He be-,
“lieves that was the ‘start of
his career. In any case, this
"boyhood fascination and a
.robust entrepreneurial spirit -
P have helped make
L Man lhm('; the world’s |
<o eadin rivate .
Lointhe  armg & me?chant.
. News Mr. Cummings is
[ ~ ‘the founder, own-
-er and president of the In-
ternational Armaments Cor-
:poration, which has 17 af-
-filidtes and subsidiaries in
»non-Communist countries..
. Heis a portly, well-dressed
man with a boyish face that
rcontinually breaks into a
-smile as he describes the
. ironies of the arms trade. His B
“sense of honor is keen but o0 YOE
‘somewhat macabre. His gre- e is remarkably candid
-gariousness is contagious, - about his work.
and he is remarkably candid ;.- - .
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Tl {9y George Tames)

" about his work, 47 Mr. Cummings” Fandles

He does not intrigue against .* about 250,000 small arms a
Balkan and Southeast Asian - year, about 80 per cent of
| sovernments and he scorns ithe British and American
(} the idea that successful arms : - business. He also arranges
‘ g_alesmcn spend most of their i sales of larger items, such as
! ime smuggling guns t¢ revo- i: tanks and jet fighters, from

lutionaries at night ‘In !
S un--:! one country to another f
e marked aircraft, ‘ v ora

Jcommission. :

- Mr. Cummings observes ;: His sales volume, h '
Im ; , he says, .
the legalities scrupulously | yruns to eight figures, butyis -

and makes no sales that are {well under $100-milli
. i - on- a.
not approved in advance by ! i year. : B
the British or American gov-° . “We just take advantage
ernments, or both in in- Lof the world’s perpctual arms

stances of political sensi- . ¢ race,” he said, explaining that ',

tivity. ithe new wea i

¥ 3 pons rolling off .

to &ogct)glglgel as&ugi%efor ilés‘ i t?e pﬂoduction lines aregcon- :

Lt : law, sald. - tinua i -
There’s very little money in’. _gpluses.y creating new sur

. smuggling, The profits arein, :° Mr. Cummings was born

the legal sales.” 1 7in Philadelphi !
. . elphia on Feb. 4,
For tax purposes, Mr. Cum-.| ; 1927, to a Main Line family -

mings lives in Monaco with : . that lost its ‘money in the °

his Swiss wife, Irma, and - . stock market crash of 192
;bexr chxldren.,He supervises " | His father died a few yea?s -
fxs company’s operatiohs | : later, but his mother went to
from a 13-room apartment :work in a real-estate firm
and office there when he is ::and put her son through the
not traveling on business, as . ! Episcopal Academy there.
lt]lf 1s six to.eight months of :* "His boyhood Tfascination
€ year, S . " with arms made him an’ ex-
The bulk of his business : pert by the time he wds a
~consists of buying and resell- ' teen-ager. When he entered
Jing surplus small arms to - the army toward the end of

vpolice_forees, .. ... ..o .ok

" his knowledge and was made .

sergeant instructor. -
© After his graduation from
George Washington Univer-
sity, he worked for the Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency fora
short time during the Korean!
war, but soon became bored.’

. His job was to identify thei

design of North Xorean weap-
ons from photographers.

“I made a great discovery.”
he said, “they were all Rus-
sian types.”

He tlien went to work for
the small Western Arms Cor-
poration ¢of Los Angeles,
'which caters to spor{smca
and collectors, as their Eure-
_pean and South American

arms buyer at a salary of

- $5,600 a year and one-cighth
© of 1 per coent commission,
. Within two years he had
- saved $25,000 and was ready
to go into business for him-
self. His first transaction was
a purchase of 7,000 surpius
small arms from Panama,
which he resold to his former
employer for a small profit.

He then began buying at
give-away prices and resell-
ing the tens of thousands of
" surplus World War II arms
-in Europe. He had noticed
,I the masses of captured Ger-
¢ man weapons in the han {
+the allies there during s

ot

i travels for Western Arms.
. Jets for Trujillo

In 1956 he negotiated his
first major decal, the sale to
the former Dominican dicta-

" tor, Rafael Trujillo, of $3.5-

million worth of Swedish-

owned Vampire jet fighters

for a handsome commission.

I was down selling Mr, Tru-

*“jillo some .50-caliber. anti~

" alrcraft guns,” Mr. Cummings -

. 'said, “when he.asked if we

! had any jets. available.”

.. “I'said I thought we could -

t-arrange it,” Mr. Cummings
said with a smile, “and we

. did.” N :

Mr. Cummings neither

" smokes nor drinks and con-

- fines his extravagance to col- .
lecting rare old weapons. He '
is also fond of Iranian cavair, -

- He points out that despite

- the substantial volume of his

i-sales, he is a “midget” along-.

"side the Government sales-

i men who. control the vast

*"wvolume of the post-World

. War II arms business. .

i “Nowadays,” said Mr. Cum-
:mings, reflecting on the great
‘private arms merchants of the .

‘sportsmen, collectors and ° . World War II he immediately Lo e hardly count.”

or—
T ———

non-Communist armies and’ | impressed his superiors with
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